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(57) ABSTRACT

A heat pump type water heating apparatus is provided that
includes a refrigeration cycle circuit having a first refrigerant
and water heat exchanger to perform a heat exchange between
a first refrigerant and water, and a first refrigerant and second
refrigerant heat exchanger to perform a heat exchange
between the first refrigerant and a second refrigerant. The
heat pump type water heating apparatus may also include a
cascade circuit having the first refrigerant and second refrig-
erant heat exchanger to operate jointly with the refrigeration
cycle circuit, the cascade circuit also having a second refrig-
erant and water heat exchanger to perform a heat exchange
between the second refrigerant and water, and a water heating
channel connected to the first refrigerant and water heat
exchanger and the second refrigerant and water heat
exchanger so water passes through the first refrigerant and
water heat exchanger and then through the second refrigerant
and water heat exchanger.
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1
HEAT PUMP TYPE WATER HEATING
APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority benefit from Korean Patent
Application No. 10-2010-0107805, filed Nov. 1, 2010, the
subject matter of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Embodiments of the present invention may relate to a heat
pump type water heating apparatus that heats water using a
refrigerant.

2. Background

A heat pump is an air conditioner that transmits a low-
temperature heat source to a high temperature zone and/or
that transmits a high-temperature heat source to a low tem-
perature zone using exothermic and endothermic reactions of
a refrigerant.

The heat pump may include a compressor, a condenser, an
expansion device, and an evaporator. A heat pump type water
heating apparatus may heat water using a refrigerant so as to
supply hot water, thereby minimizing consumption of fossil
fuel.

The heat pump type water heating apparatus may include a
compressor to compress a refrigerant, a refrigerant and water
heat exchanger to heat water using the refrigerant compressed
by the compressor, an expansion device to expand the refrig-
erant having passed through the refrigerant and water heat
exchanger, and an evaporator to evaporate the refrigerant
expanded by the expansion device.

In the heat pump type water heating apparatus, the refrig-
erant compressed by the single compressor may heat water in
a single refrigerant and water heat exchanger so the water
heated by the refrigerant and water heat exchanger may be
used. As a result, increasing the water heating temperature
may be limited, and optimum control based on a water tem-
perature may not be easy.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Arrangements and embodiments may be described in
detail with reference to the following drawings in which like
reference numerals refer to like elements and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a view of a heat pump type water heating appa-
ratus according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a view of a heat pump type water heating appa-
ratus illustrating flow of a refrigerant and water during heat-
ing of water in a single heating mode;

FIG. 3 is a view of a heat pump type water heating appa-
ratus illustrating flow of a refrigerant and water during heat-
ing of water in a reheating mode;

FIG. 4 is a view of a heat pump type water heating appa-
ratus illustrating flow of a refrigerant and water during heat-
ing of water in a multistage heating mode;

FIG. 5 is a view of a heat pump type water heating appa-
ratus illustrating flow of a refrigerant and water during cool-
ing of water in a cooling mode;

FIG. 6 is a graph illustrating optimum efficiency points
based on outdoor temperatures and water temperature of a
heat pump type water heating apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present invention; and
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FIG. 7 is a flow chart of a control method of a heat pump
type water heating apparatus according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Exemplary embodiments may be described with reference
to the attached drawings.

FIG. 1 is a view of a heat pump type water heating appa-
ratus according to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is a view of a heat pump type water heating apparatus
illustrating flow of a refrigerant and water during heating of
water in a single heating mode. FIG. 3 is a view of'a heat pump
type water heating apparatus illustrating flow of a refrigerant
and water during heating of water in a reheating mode. FIG.
4 is a view of a heat pump type water heating apparatus
illustrating flow of a refrigerant and water during heating of
water in a multistage heating mode. FIG. 5 is a view of a heat
pump type water heating apparatus illustrating flow of a
refrigerant and water during cooling of water in a cooling
mode. Other embodiments and configurations may also be
provided.

As shown in FIGS. 1 to 5, the heat pump type water heating
apparatus includes a refrigeration cycle circuit 2 (or refrig-
eration cycle part) to heat water using a first refrigerant and, at
a same time, to evaporate a second refrigerant, a cascade
circuit 4 (or cascade part) to heat water using the second
refrigerant evaporated by the refrigeration cycle circuit 2, and
a water heating channel 8 connected between the refrigera-
tion cycle circuit 2 and the cascade circuit 4 to heat water
using heat generated from the first refrigerant and heat gen-
erated from the second refrigerant.

The refrigeration cycle circuit 2 may form a low tempera-
ture refrigeration cycle. The cascade circuit 4 may form a high
temperature refrigeration cycle that performs a heat exchange
with the low temperature refrigeration cycle. The first refrig-
erant and the second refrigerant may have different conden-
sation temperatures and different evaporation temperatures.
R410A, which has a low condensation temperature and a low
evaporation temperature and that exhibits a high efficiency at
a relatively low temperature area, may be used as the first
refrigerant. R134a, which has a higher condensation tempera-
ture and a higher evaporation temperature than the first refrig-
erant and that exhibits a high efficiency at a relatively high
temperature area, may be used as the second refrigerant.

The refrigeration cycle circuit 2 may include a compressor
12, a dual heat exchanger 14, an expansion device 16, and an
outdoor heat exchanger 18, via which the first refrigerant is
circulated.

The compressor 12 may be a constant-speed compressor or
avariable capacity compressor. Alternatively, the compressor
12 may include a plurality of constant-speed compressors
connected in parallel to each other or a plurality of variable
capacity compressors connected in parallel to each other. The
compressor 12 may also include a constant-speed compressor
and a variable capacity compressor connected in parallel to
each other.

The dual heat exchanger 14 may include a first refrigerant
and water heat exchanger 40 to perform a heat exchange
between the first refrigerant and water, and a first refrigerant
and second refrigerant heat exchanger 50 to perform a heat
exchange between the first refrigerant and the second refrig-
erant. The first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40 and
the first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat exchanger 50
may be described below.

The expansion device 16 may be provided between the
dual heat exchanger 14 and the outdoor heat exchanger 18 to



US 9,097,444 B2

3

expand the first refrigerant condensed by the dual heat
exchanger 14. The expansion device 16 may be a linear
expansion valve (LEV) or an electronic expansion valve
(EEV) in which an opening degree is variable.

The outdoor heat exchanger 18 may be provided between
the expansion device 16 and the compressor 12 to evaporate
the first refrigerant expanded by the expansion device 16. The
heat pump type water heating apparatus may further include
an outdoor fan 19 to supply outdoor air to the outdoor heat
exchanger 18. The outdoor fan 19 may rotate, upon operation
of'the compressor 12, to supply outdoor air to the outdoor heat
exchanger 18.

The refrigeration cycle circuit 2 may further include a
mode switching valve 20 to adjust a flow direction of the first
refrigerant. The mode switching valve 20 may enable the first
refrigerant to circulate in order via the compressor 12, the
dual heat exchanger 14, the expansion device 16, and the
outdoor heat exchanger 18. Alternatively, the mode switching
valve 20 may enable the first refrigerant to circulate in order
via the compressor 12, the outdoor heat exchanger 18, the
expansion device 16, and the dual heat exchanger 14.

In at least one embodiment, the refrigeration cycle circuit 2
may not include the mode switching valve 20. The refrigera-
tion cycle circuit 2 may also include the mode switching valve
20 to remove frost from the outdoor heat exchanger 18 or to
cool water.

The mode switching valve 20 may perform a switching
operation between a water heating mode and a water cooling
mode (or a frosting removal mode that may hereinafter be
referred to as a water cooling mode). In the water heating
mode, the mode switching valve 20 operates so the first refrig-
erant is circulated in order via the compressor 12, the dual
heat exchanger 14, the expansion device 16, and the outdoor
heat exchanger 18. In the water cooling mode, the mode
switching valve 20 operates so the first refrigerant is circu-
lated in order via the compressor 12, the outdoor heat
exchanger 18, the expansion device 16, and the dual heat
exchanger 14. In the following description, the refrigeration
cycle circuit 2 includes the mode switching valve 20.

The compressor 12 and the mode switching valve 20 may
be connected to each other via a refrigerant flow channel 22
(i.e., a compressor outlet channel). The mode switching valve
20 and the dual heat exchanger 14 may be connected to each
other via a refrigerant flow channel 24 (i.e., a mode switching
valve and dual heat exchanger connection channel). The dual
heat exchanger 14 and the expansion device 16 may be con-
nected to each other via a refrigerant flow channel 26 (i.e., a
dual heat exchanger and expansion device connection chan-
nel). The expansion device 16 and the outdoor heat exchanger
18 may be connected to each other via a refrigerant flow
channel 28 (i.e., an expansion device and outdoor heat
exchanger connection channel). The outdoor heat exchanger
18 and the mode switching valve 20 may be connected to each
other via a refrigerant flow channel 30 (i.e., an outdoor heat
exchanger and mode switching valve connection channel).
The mode switching valve 20 and the compressor 12 may be
connected to each other via a refrigerant flow channel 32 (i.e.,
a compressor inlet channel).

The dual heat exchanger 14 may now be described.

The first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40 may
function as a first water heating heat exchanger to primarily
heat water that passes therethrough. The first refrigerant and
second refrigerant heat exchanger 50 may function as a cas-
cade heat exchanger to perform a heat exchange between the
first refrigerant and the second refrigerant.

The first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40 may
include a heat absorption channel 42, through which water
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passes, and a heat discharge channel 44, in which the first
refrigerant that passes therethrough is heat exchanged with
water. The first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40 may
be a plate type heat exchanger having heat absorption channel
portions constituting the heat absorption channel 42 and heat
discharge channel portions constituting the heat discharge
channel 44 alternately arranged while heat transfer members
are provided respectively between the heat absorption chan-
nel portions constituting the heat absorption channel 42 and
the heat discharge channel portions constituting the heat dis-
charge channel 44. Alternatively, the first refrigerant and
water heat exchanger 40 may be a dual pipe heat exchanger
configured so the heat absorption channel 42 or the heat
discharge channel 44 surrounds the heat discharge channel 44
or the heat absorption channel 42. The first refrigerant and
water heat exchanger 40 may be a shell and tube heat
exchanger having a shell, through which the first refrigerant
or water passes, and a plurality of tubes provided in the shell
so the water or the first refrigerant passes through the tubes.

The first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat exchanger
50 may include a condensation channel 52 to condense the
first refrigerant that passes therethrough and an evaporation
channel 54 to evaporate the second refrigerant that passes
therethrough. The first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat
exchanger 50 may be a plate type heat exchanger having
condensation channel portions constituting the condensation
channel 52 and evaporation channel portions constituting the
evaporation channel 54 alternately arranged while heat trans-
fer members are provided respectively between the conden-
sation channel portions constituting the condensation chan-
nel 52 and the evaporation channel portions constituting the
evaporation channel 54. Alternatively, the first refrigerant and
second refrigerant heat exchanger 50 may be a dual pipe heat
exchanger configured so the condensation channel 52 or the
evaporation channel 54 surround the evaporation channel 54
or the condensation channel 52. The first refrigerant and
second refrigerant heat exchanger 50 may also be a shell and
tube heat exchanger having a shell, through which the first
refrigerant or the second refrigerant passes, and a plurality of
tubes provided in the shell so the second refrigerant or the first
refrigerant passes through the tubes.

The first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40 and the
first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat exchanger 50 may
be arranged so the refrigerant flow channels 24 and 26 are
connected in parallel to each other.

The refrigerant flow channel 24 between the mode switch-
ing valve 20 and the dual heat exchanger 14 may include a
first common flow channel 62 connected to the mode switch-
ing valve 20, a first branch flow channel 64 connected
between the first common flow channel 62 and the first refrig-
erant and water heat exchanger 40, and a second branch flow
channel 66 connected between the first common flow channel
62 and the first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat
exchanger 50.

The refrigerant flow channel 26 between the dual heat
exchanger 14 and the expansion device 16 may include a
second common flow channel 72 connected to the expansion
device 16, a third branch flow channel 74 connected between
the second common flow channel 72 and the first refrigerant
and water heat exchanger 40, and a fourth branch flow chan-
nel 76 connected between the second common flow channel
72 and the first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat
exchanger 50.

The heat pump type water heating apparatus may further
include a first control valve 68 to control flow of the first
refrigerant to the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger
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40, and a second control valve 78 to control flow of the first
refrigerant to the first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat
exchanger 50.

The first control valve 68 may be provided at the first
branch flow channel 64 or at the third branch flow channel 74.
The first control valve 68 may be an electronic opening and
closing valve configured to be turned on and off. Alterna-
tively, the first control valve 68 may be a linear expansion
valve (LEV) or an electronic expansion valve (EEV) in which
an opening degree is variable.

The second control valve 78 may be provided at the second
branch flow channel 66 or at the fourth branch flow channel
76. The second control valve 78 may be an electronic opening
and closing valve configured to be turned on and off. Alter-
natively, the second control valve 78 may be a linear expan-
sion valve (LEV) or an electronic expansion valve (EEV) in
which an opening degree is variable.

In an example in which the first control valve 68 and the
second control valve 78 are linear expansion valves or elec-
tronic expansion valves, the first control valve 68 and the
second control valve 78 may expand the first refrigerant to
adjust a supercooling degree of the first refrigerant. Addition-
ally, the first control valve 68 and the second control valve 78
may substitute for the expansion device 16. That is, in an
example in which the first control valve 68 is provided on the
third branch flow channel 74 and the second control valve 78
is provided on the fourth branch flow channel 78, the first
refrigerant may be condensed by the first refrigerant and
water heat exchanger 40, or the first refrigerant and second
refrigerant heat exchanger 50 may be expanded by the first
control valve 68 or the second control valve 78. The super-
cooling degree of the first refrigerant may be adjusted by
controlling an opening degree of the first control valve 68.

The refrigeration cycle circuit 2 may include a three way
valve to control flow of the first refrigerant to the first refrig-
erant and water heat exchanger 40 and to the first refrigerant
and second refrigerant heat exchanger 50. The three way
control valve may be used rather than (or in place of) the first
control valve 68 and the second control valve 78.

In the water heating mode, the refrigeration cycle circuit 2
may operate as follows. The first refrigerant, compressed by
the compressor 12, may be condensed by the first refrigerant
and water heat exchanger 40 or the first refrigerant and second
refrigerant heat exchanger 50. The condensed refrigerant may
be expanded by the expansion device 16. The expanded
refrigerant may be evaporated by the outdoor heat exchanger
18. The evaporated refrigerant may be collected into the com-
pressor 12.

In the water cooling mode, the refrigeration cycle circuit 2
may operate as follows. The first refrigerant, compressed by
the compressor 12, may be condensed by the outdoor heat
exchanger 18. The condensed refrigerant may be expanded by
the expansion device 16. The expanded refrigerant may be
evaporated by the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger
40. The evaporated refrigerant may be collected into the com-
pressor 12.

The cascade circuit 4 and the refrigeration cycle circuit 2
both operate jointly using the first refrigerant and second
refrigerant heat exchanger 50. The cascade circuit 4 includes
the first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat exchanger 50,
a cascade compressor 82, a second refrigerant and water heat
exchanger 84, and a cascade expansion device 86.

The cascade compressor 82 may compress the second
refrigerant that passes through the first refrigerant and second
refrigerant heat exchanger 50. The cascade compressor 82
may be a constant-speed compressor or a variable capacity
compressor. Alternatively, the cascade compressor 82 may
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include a plurality of constant-speed compressors connected
in parallel to each other or a plurality of variable capacity
compressors connected in parallel to each other. The cascade
compressor 82 may also include a constant-speed compressor
and a variable capacity compressor connected in parallel to
each other. The cascade compressor 82 and the first refriger-
ant and second refrigerant heat exchanger 50 may be con-
nected to each other via a cascade compressor inlet channel
88. The cascade compressor 82 and the second refrigerant and
water heat exchanger 84 may be connected to each other via
a cascade compressor outlet channel 90. The cascade com-
pressor inlet channel 88 may be connected to the evaporation
channel 54 (of the first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat
exchanger 50). The cascade compressor outlet channel 90
may be connected to a heat discharge channel 94 (of the
second refrigerant and water heat exchanger 84).

The second refrigerant and water heat exchanger 84 may
perform aheat exchange between the second refrigerant com-
pressed by the cascade compressor 82 and water. The second
refrigerant and water heat exchanger 84 may function as a
second water heating heat exchanger to secondarily heat
water passing therethrough.

The second refrigerant and water heat exchanger 84
includes a heat absorption channel 92, through which water
passes, and a heat discharge channel 94, in which the second
refrigerant passing therethrough is heat exchanged with
water. The second refrigerant and water heat exchanger 84
may be a plate type heat exchanger having heat absorption
channel portions constituting the heat absorption channel 92
and heat discharge channel portions constituting the heat
discharge channel 94 alternately arranged while heat transfer
members are provided respectively between the heat absorp-
tion channel portions constituting the heat absorption channel
92 and the heat discharge channel portions constituting the
heat discharge channel 94. Alternatively, the second refriger-
ant and water heat exchanger 84 may be a dual pipe heat
exchanger configured so the heat absorption channel 92 or the
heat discharge channel 94 surrounds the heat discharge chan-
nel 94 or the heat absorption channel 92. The second refrig-
erant and water heat exchanger 84 may be a shell and tube
heat exchanger having a shell, through which the second
refrigerant or water passes, and a plurality of tubes provided
in the shell so the water or the second refrigerant passes
through the tubes. The second refrigerant and water heat
exchanger 84 and the cascade expansion device 86 may be
connected to each other via a cascade expansion device con-
nection channel 96.

The cascade expansion device 86 may expand the second
refrigerant having passed through the second refrigerant and
water heat exchanger 84. The cascade expansion device 86
may be a linear expansion valve (LEV) or an electronic
expansion valve (EEV) in which an opening degree is vari-
able. The cascade expansion device 86 and the first refrigerant
and second refrigerant heat exchanger 50 may be connected
to each other via an expansion device and heat exchanger
connection channel 98. The expansion device and heat
exchanger connection channel 98 may be connected to the
evaporation channel 54 (of the first refrigerant and second
refrigerant heat exchanger 50).

The second refrigerant, compressed by the cascade com-
pressor 82, may be condensed in the heat discharge channel
94 of the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger 84. The
condensed second refrigerant may be expanded by the cas-
cade expansion device 86. The expanded second refrigerant
may evaporate in the evaporation channel 54 (of the first



US 9,097,444 B2

7

refrigerant and second refrigerant heat exchanger 50). The
evaporated second refrigerant may be collected into the cas-
cade compressor 82.

The water heating channel 8 may be connected to the first
refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40 and the second refrig-
erant and water heat exchanger 84 so water passes through the
first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40 and then through
the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger 84.

The water heating channel 8 may be connected to the first
refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40 and the second refrig-
erant and water heat exchanger 84 so water from a hot water
supply tank 6 passes through the first refrigerant and water
heat exchanger 40, passes through the second refrigerant and
water heat exchanger 84, and is then collected into the hot
water supply tank 6. The hot water supply tank 6 may be a
water tank to store hot water to be supplied. A water supply
unit 6A may introduce external water into the hot water
supply tank 6. A water draining unit 6B may be connected to
the hot water supply tank 6 and may drain water out of the hot
water supply tank 6.

The water heating channel 8 may include a water introduc-
tion pipe 100 (or water introduction section) to introduce
water into the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40, a
heat exchanger connection pipe 102 (or heat exchanger con-
nection section) to guide water having passed through the first
refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40 to the second refrig-
erant and water heat exchanger 84, and a water discharge pipe
104 (or water discharge section) to discharge the water having
passed through the second refrigerant and water heat
exchanger 84. The water introduction pipe 100 and the water
discharge pipe 104 may be connected to the hot water supply
tank 6.

The water introduction pipe 100 may be connected
between the hot water supply tank 6 and the heat absorption
channel 42 (of the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger
40). The heat exchanger connection pipe 102 may be con-
nected between the heat absorption channel 42 (of the first
refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40) and the heat absorp-
tion channel 92 (of the second refrigerant and the water heat
exchanger 84). The water discharge pipe 104 may be con-
nected between the heat absorption channel 92 (of the second
refrigerant and water heat exchanger 84) and the hot water
supply tank 6. In the above connection structure, the water
introduction pipe 100 and the heat exchanger connection pipe
102 are connected to the heat absorption channel 42 (of the
first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40) so water passes
through the heat absorption channel 42 (of the first refrigerant
and water heat exchanger 40). The heat exchanger connection
pipe 102 and the water discharge pipe 104 are connected to
the heat absorption channel 92 (of the second refrigerant and
water heat exchanger 84) so water passes through the heat
absorption channel 92 (of the second refrigerant and water
heat exchanger 84).

A water pump 106 may be mounted (or provided) on the
water heating channel 8. The water pump 106 may pump
water from the hot water supply tank 6 so the water passes
through the heat absorption channel 42 (of the first refrigerant
and water heat exchanger 40), passes through the heat absorp-
tion channel 92 (of the second refrigerant and water heat
exchanger 84), and is then collected into the hot water supply
tank 6. The water pump 106 is mounted (or provided) so water
from the hot water supply tank 6 flows into the water intro-
duction pipe 100 and then the water is collected into the hot
water supply tank 6 through the water discharge pipe 104.

The water heating channel 8 is connected to the heat
absorption channel 42 (of the first refrigerant and water heat
exchanger 40) and the heat absorption channel 92 (of the
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second refrigerant and water heat exchanger 84) so water
from the hot water supply tank 6 is primarily heated in the
heat absorption channel 42 (of the first refrigerant and water
heat exchanger 40), is secondarily heated in the heat absorp-
tion channel 92 (of the second refrigerant and water heat
exchanger 84), and is then collected into the hot water supply
tank 6.

Both the refrigeration cycle circuit 2 and the cascade circuit
4 may operate based on a temperature of the water heating
channel 8, or the refrigeration cycle circuit 2 alone (without
the cascade circuit 4) may operate based on the temperature of
the water heating channel 8. The refrigeration cycle circuit 2
may continuously operate when a water heating load or a
water cooling load exists. The cascade circuit 4 may selec-
tively operate based on the temperature of the water heating
channel 8. When the refrigeration cycle circuit 2 stops, the
cascade circuit 4 also stops.

When the mode switching valve 20 operates to select the
water heating mode, both the compressor 12 and the cascade
compressor 82 may be driven or the compressor 12 alone may
be driven (without the cascade compressor 82 being driven).

When the mode switching valve 20 operates to select the
water cooling mode, the compressor 12 is driven while the
cascade compressor 82 is stopped.

In the water heating mode, the heat pump type water heat-
ing apparatus may operate as follows. The water pump 106
may be driven, and the outdoor fan 19 rotates. The mode
switching valve 20 may be controlled so the first refrigerant
compressed by the compressor 12 is supplied to the dual heat
exchanger 14. The compressor 12 is driven, and the cascade
compressor 82 is selectively driven.

In the water cooling mode, the heat pump type water heat-
ing apparatus may operate as follows. The water pump 106
may be driven, and the outdoor fan 19 rotates. The mode
switching valve 20 may be controlled so the first refrigerant
compressed by the compressor 12 is supplied to the outdoor
heat exchanger 18. The compressor 12 is driven, and the
cascade compressor 82 is stopped.

In the heat pump type water heating apparatus, the water
heating mode may include a single heating mode, a reheating
mode, and a multistage heating mode.

The single heating mode may be described with reference
to FIG. 2.

The single heating mode is a mode in which heat only from
the first refrigerant is transmitted to water. In the single heat-
ing mode, the compressor 12 is driven, and the cascade com-
pressor 82 is stopped. Additionally, the first control valve 68
is opened, and the second control valve 78 is closed.

In the single heating mode, the first refrigerant and water
heat exchanger 40 is heated by the first refrigerant, and water
from the hot water supply tank 6 is heated by the first refrig-
erant and water heat exchanger 40 while passing through the
first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40.

When the compressor 12 is driven, the first refrigerant
compressed by the compressor 12 passes through the mode
switching valve 20 and a heat exchange is performed with
water in the heat discharge channel 44 (of the first refrigerant
and water heat exchanger 40) with a result that the first refrig-
erant is condensed. Subsequently, the condensed first refrig-
erant is expanded by the first control valve 68 and/or the
expansion device 16 while passing through the first control
valve 68 and the expansion device 16. The expanded first
refrigerant may be heat exchanged with outdoor air in the
outdoor heat exchanger 18 with a result that the first refrig-
erant is evaporated. The evaporated first refrigerant may be
collected in the compressor 12.
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At this time, water from the hot water supply tank 6 passes
through the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40 and
then through the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger
84. While the water passes through the heat absorption chan-
nel 42 (of the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40),
heat from the first refrigerant is transmitted to the water with
a result that the water is heated. The heated water is collected
into the hot water supply tank 6 with a result that a tempera-
ture of the water in the hot water supply tank 6 increases.

The reheating mode may be described with reference to
FIG. 3.

The reheating mode is a mode in which heat from the first
refrigerant is transmitted to the second refrigerant, and heat
from the second refrigerant is transmitted to water. In the
reheating mode, the compressor 12 and the cascade compres-
sor 82 are driven. Additionally, the first control valve 68 is
closed, and the second control valve 78 is opened.

In the reheating mode, the first refrigerant and second
refrigerant heat exchanger 50 is heated by the first refrigerant,
the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger 84 is heated
by the second refrigerant, and water from the hot water supply
tank 6 is heated by the second refrigerant and water heat
exchanger 84 while passing through the second refrigerant
and water heat exchanger 84.

When the compressor 12 and the cascade compressor 82
are driven, the first refrigerant compressed by the compressor
12 passes through the mode switching valve 20 and is heat
exchanged with the second refrigerant in the condensation
channel 52 (of the first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat
exchanger 50) with a result that the first refrigerant is con-
densed. Subsequently, the condensed first refrigerant is
expanded by the second control valve 78 and/or the expansion
device 16 while passing through the second control valve 78
and the expansion device 16. The expanded first refrigerant is
heat exchanged with outdoor air in the outdoor heat
exchanger 18 with a result that the first refrigerant is evapo-
rated. The evaporated first refrigerant may be collected into
the compressor 12.

On the other hand, the second refrigerant compressed by
the cascade compressor 82 is heat exchanged with water in
the heat discharge channel 94 (of the second refrigerant and
water heat exchanger 84) with a result that the second refrig-
erant is condensed. Subsequently, the condensed second
refrigerant is expanded by the cascade expansion device 86.
The expanded second refrigerant is heat exchanged with the
first refrigerant in the evaporation channel 54 (of the first
refrigerant and second refrigerant heat exchanger 50) with a
result that the second refrigerant is evaporated. The evapo-
rated second refrigerant is collected into the cascade com-
pressor 82.

At this time, water from the hot water supply tank 6 passes
through the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40 and
then through the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger
84. While the water passes through the heat absorption chan-
nel 92 (of the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger
84), heat from the second refrigerant is transmitted to the
water with a result that the water is heated. The heated water
is collected into the hot water supply tank 6 with a result that
a temperature of the water in the hot water supply tank 6
increases.

The multistage heating mode may be described with refer-
ence to FI1G. 4.

The multistage heating mode is a mode in which heat from
the first refrigerant is transmitted to water and the second
refrigerant, and heat from the second refrigerant is transmit-
ted to water. In the multistage heating mode, the compressor
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12 and the cascade compressor 82 are driven. Additionally,
the first control valve 68 and the second control valve 78 are
opened.

In the multistage heating mode, the first refrigerant and
water heat exchanger 40 is heated by the first refrigerant, the
second refrigerant and water heat exchanger 84 is heated by
the second refrigerant, and water from the hot water supply
tank 6 is primarily heated by the first refrigerant and water
heat exchanger 40 while passing through the first refrigerant
and water heat exchanger 40. The water may be secondarily
heated by the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger 84
while passing through the second refrigerant and water heat
exchanger 84.

When the compressor 12 and the cascade compressor 82
are driven, the first refrigerant compressed by the compressor
12 passes through the mode switching valve 20 and is distrib-
uted to the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40 and to
the first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat exchanger 50.

The first refrigerant distributed to the first refrigerant and
water heat exchanger 40 is heat exchanged with water in the
heat discharge channel 44 (of the first refrigerant and water
heat exchanger 40) with a result that the first refrigerant is
condensed. Subsequently, the condensed first refrigerant
passes through the first control valve 68 and flows to the
expansion device 16. On the other hand, the first refrigerant
distributed to the first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat
exchanger 50 is heat exchanged with the second refrigerant in
the condensation channel 52 (of the first refrigerant and sec-
ond refrigerant heat exchanger 50) with a result that the first
refrigerant is condensed. Subsequently, the condensed first
refrigerant passes through the second control valve 78 and is
mixed (or combined) with the first refrigerant having passed
through the first control valve 68. The mixture flows to the
expansion device 16.

The first refrigerant condensed by the first refrigerant and
water heat exchanger 40 is expanded by the first control valve
68 and/or the expansion device 16, and the first refrigerant
condensed by the first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat
exchanger 50 is expanded by the second control valve 78
and/or the expansion device 16. The first refrigerant flows to
the outdoor heat exchanger 18. The first refrigerant is heat
exchanged with outdoor air in the outdoor heat exchanger 18
with a result that the first refrigerant is evaporated. The evapo-
rated first refrigerant is collected into the compressor 12.

On the other hand, the second refrigerant compressed by
the cascade compressor 82 is heat exchanged with water in
the heat discharge channel 94 (of the second refrigerant and
water heat exchanger 84) with a result that the second refrig-
erant is condensed. Subsequently, the condensed second
refrigerant is expanded by the cascade expansion device 86.
The expanded second refrigerant is heat exchanged with the
first refrigerant in the evaporation channel 54 (of the first
refrigerant and second refrigerant heat exchanger 50) with a
result that the second refrigerant is evaporated. The evapo-
rated second refrigerant is collected into the cascade com-
pressor 82.

At this time, water from the hot water supply tank 6 passes
through the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40 and
then through the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger
84. While the water passes through the heat absorption chan-
nel 42 (of the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40),
heat from the first refrigerant is primarily transmitted to the
water with a result that the water is heated. On the other hand,
while the water passes through the heat absorption channel 92
(of the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger 84), heat
from the second refrigerant is secondarily transmitted to the
water with a result that the water is heated. The heated water
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is collected into the hot water supply tank 6 with a result that
that a temperature of the water in the hot water supply tank 6
increases.

The water cooling mode may be described with reference
to FIG. 5.

The water cooling mode is amode in which water in the hot
water supply tank 6 is cooled by the first refrigerant.

In the water cooling mode, the compressor 12 is driven, and
the cascade compressor 82 is stopped. Additionally, the first
control valve 68 is opened, and the second control valve 78 is
closed.

In the water cooling mode, the first refrigerant and water
heat exchanger 40 is cooled by the first refrigerant, and water
from the hot water supply tank 6 is cooled by the first refrig-
erant and water heat exchanger 40 while passing through the
first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40.

When the compressor 12 is driven, the first refrigerant
compressed by the compressor 12 passes through the mode
switching valve 20 and flows to the outdoor heat exchanger
18. The first refrigerant is condensed by the outdoor heat
exchanger 18. Subsequently, the condensed first refrigerant is
expanded by the expansion device 16 and/or the first control
valve 68 while passing through the expansion device 16 and
the first control valve 68. The expanded first refrigerant is heat
exchanged with water in the heat discharge channel 44 (of the
first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40) with a result that
the first refrigerant is evaporated. The evaporated first refrig-
erant is collected into the compressor 12.

At this time, water from the hot water supply tank 6 passes
through the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40 and
then through the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger
84. While the water passes through the heat absorption chan-
nel 42 (of the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger 40),
heat from the water is transmitted to the first refrigerant with
a result that the water is cooled. The cooled water is collected
into the hot water supply tank 6 with a result that the tem-
perature of the water in the hot water supply tank 6 decreases.

In the heat pump type water heating apparatus, the compo-
nents of the refrigeration cycle circuit 2 and the components
of the cascade circuit 4 may be provided in a single unit.
Alternatively, the components of the refrigeration cycle cir-
cuit 2 and the components of the cascade circuit 4 may be
provided separately in an outdoor unit O and a water heating
unit H.

In the heat pump type water heating apparatus, the com-
pressor 2, the expansion device 16, the outdoor heat
exchanger 18, the outdoor fan 18, and the mode switching
valve 20 of the refrigeration cycle circuit 2 may be provided
in the outdoor unit O, and the dual heat exchanger 14 and the
first and second control valves 68 and 78 of the refrigeration
cyclecircuit 2 and the cascade circuit 4 may be provided in the
water heating unit H.

The heat pump type water heating apparatus may further
include an outdoor temperature sensor 110 to sense an out-
door temperature and a water temperature sensor 112 to sense
atemperature of water introduced into the first refrigerant and
water heat exchanger 40 or a temperature of water discharged
from the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger 84.

The heat pump type water heating apparatus may further
include an input unit to allow a user to input a desired water
heating temperature and a controller (not shown) to control
the heat pump type water heating apparatus to operate in the
single heating mode, the reheating mode or the multistage
heating mode based on the outdoor temperature sensed by the
outdoor temperature sensor 110, the water temperature
sensed by the water temperature sensor 112, and the desired
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water heating temperature input through the input unit when
the heat pump type water heating apparatus operates in the
water heating mode.

FIG. 6 is a graph illustrating optimum efficiency points
based on outdoor temperatures and water temperature of a
heat pump type water heating apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 7 is a flow chart of
a control method of a heat pump type water heating apparatus
according to an embodiment of the present invention. Other
embodiments and configurations may also be provided.

In the water heating mode of the heat pump type water
heating apparatus, optimum efficiency points may be differ-
ent depending upon different outdoor temperatures Tair (A °©
C.,B°C.andC °C.) and water temperature Twater, as shown
in FIGS. 6(a), 6(b) and 6(c). The optimum efficiency points
may be controlled based on the outdoor temperatures Tair (A
°C.,B°C. and C° C.) and the water temperature Twater.

When the desired water heating temperature is low, the heat
pump type water heating apparatus may operate in the single
heating mode. When the desired water heating temperature is
high and the current water temperature is high, the heat pump
type water heating apparatus may operate in the reheating
mode. When the desired water heating temperature is high
and the current water temperature is low, the heat pump type
water heating apparatus may operate in the multistage heating
mode.

In the heat pump type water heating apparatus, the multi-
stage heating setting temperature Tturning to determine
whether the heat pump type water heating apparatus is to
operate in the multistage heating mode based on a sensed
outdoor temperature Tair may be calculated using a math-
ematical expression(s) or a table. Additionally, the reheating
setting temperature Tre to determine whether the heat pump
type water heating apparatus is to operate in the reheating
mode based on a desired water heating temperature input
through the input unit may be calculated. The mode switching
between the single heating mode, the reheating mode and the
multistage heating mode may be performed based on a com-
parison of water temperature with the multistage heating
setting temperature Tturning and the reheating setting tem-
perature Tre.

The control method of the heat pump type water heating
apparatus may include a sensing operation of the outdoor
temperature sensor 110 sensing the outdoor temperature Tair
and the water temperature sensor 112 sensing water tempera-
ture Twater in the water heating mode (S1).

The control method may further include a multistage heat-
ing setting temperature calculating operation of calculating
multistage heating setting temperature Tturning based on the
outdoor temperature sensed by the outdoor temperature sen-
sor 110 (S2).

The control method may further include a reheating setting
temperature calculating operation of calculating the reheating
setting temperature Tre based on the desired water heating
temperature input through the input unit (S3).

The control method may further include a reheating mode
operating operation of operating the heat pump type water
heating apparatus in the reheating mode (as shown in FIG. 3)
when the water temperature Twater sensed by the water tem-
perature sensor 112 is equal to or greater than the reheating
setting temperature Tre (S4 and S5).

The control method may further include a multistage heat-
ing mode operating operation of operating the heat pump type
water heating apparatus in the multistage heating mode (as
shown in FIG. 4) when the water temperature Twater sensed
by the water temperature sensor 112 is less than the reheating



US 9,097,444 B2

13

setting temperature Tre and is equal to or greater than the
multistage heating setting temperature Tturning (S6 and S7).

The control method may further include a single heating
mode operating operation of operating the heat pump type
water heating apparatus in the single heating mode (as shown
in FIG. 2) when the water temperature Twater sensed by the
water temperature sensor 112 is less than the multistage heat-
ing setting temperature Tturning (S6 and S8).

The heat pump type water heating apparatus according to
an example embodiment may have the following effects.

Water may be primarily heated by the first refrigerant and
water heat exchanger, which has been heated by the first
refrigerant, and may be secondarily heated by the second
refrigerant and water heat exchanger, which has been heated
by the first refrigerant and the second refrigerant. Conse-
quently, the heat pump type water heating apparatus may have
the effect of achieving efficient water heating and rapidly
increasing water temperature even when the water tempera-
ture is low.

The single heating mode, the reheating mode or the multi-
stage heating mode may be selected based on water tempera-
ture or desired water heating temperature. Consequently, the
heat pump type water heating apparatus may have the effect
of improving water heating efficiency while minimizing
power consumption.

The heat pump type water heating apparatus may have the
effect of selecting the optimum mode based on outdoor tem-
perature and water temperature.

The heat pump type water heating apparatus may have the
effect of cooling water in the hot water supply tank according
to the water cooling mode of the refrigeration cycle circuit.

Embodiments of the present invention may have been
made in view of problems discussed above, and embodiments
may provide a heat pump type water heating apparatus that
heats water using a first refrigerant and a second refrigerant in
multi stages so as to improve efficiency and that is optimally
operated while minimizing power consumption.

A heat pump type water heating apparatus may include a
refrigeration cycle circuit having a first refrigerant and water
heat exchanger to perform a heat exchange between a first
refrigerant and water, and a first refrigerant and second refrig-
erant heat exchanger to perform a heat exchange between the
first refrigerant and a second refrigerant. The heat pump type
water heating apparatus may further include a cascade circuit
having the first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat
exchanger operate jointly with the refrigeration cycle circuit,
the cascade circuit also having a second refrigerant and water
heat exchanger to perform a heat exchange between the sec-
ond refrigerant and water. The heat pump type water heating
apparatus may also include a water heating channel con-
nected to the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger and the
second refrigerant and water heat exchanger so that water
passes through the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger
and then through the second refrigerant and water heat
exchanger. Both the refrigeration cycle circuit and the cas-
cade circuit or the refrigeration cycle circuit alone may oper-
ate depending upon the temperature of the water heating
channel.

The first refrigerant and water heat exchanger and the first
refrigerant and second refrigerant heat exchanger may be
arranged so that refrigerant flow channels are connected in
parallel to each other.

The water heating channel may include a water introduc-
tion pipe, through which water is introduced into the first
refrigerant and water heat exchanger, a heat exchanger con-
nection pipe, through which the water having passed through
the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger is guided to the
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second refrigerant and water heat exchanger, and a water
discharge pipe, through which the water having passed the
second refrigerant and water heat exchanger is discharged.

The heat pump type water heating apparatus may operate in
one mode selected from a group consisting of: a single heat-
ing mode in which a compressor is driven, a cascade com-
pressor is stopped, and the first refrigerant flows to the first
refrigerant and water heat exchanger, a reheating mode in
which the compressor and the cascade compressor are driven,
and the first refrigerant flows to the first refrigerant and sec-
ond refrigerant heat exchanger, and a multistage heating
mode in which the compressor and the cascade compressor
are driven, and the first refrigerant flows to the first refrigerant
and water heat exchanger and to the first refrigerant and
second refrigerant heat exchanger.

The heat pump type water heating apparatus may operate in
the reheating mode when a water temperature sensed by a
water temperature sensor is equal to or greater than reheating
setting temperature, the heat pump type water heating appa-
ratus may operate in the multistage heating mode when the
water temperature sensed by the water temperature sensor is
less than the reheating setting temperature and is equal to or
greater than multistage heating setting temperature, and the
heat pump type water heating apparatus may operate in the
single heating mode when the water temperature sensed by
the water temperature sensor is less than the multistage heat-
ing setting temperature.

The cascade circuit may stop when the refrigeration cycle
circuit is stopped.

A heat pump type water heating apparatus may include a
refrigeration cycle circuit including a compressor, a dual heat
exchanger, an expansion device, and an outdoor heat
exchanger, via which a first refrigerant is circulated, the dual
heat exchanger including a first refrigerant and water heat
exchangerto perform a heat exchange between the first refrig-
erant and water and a first refrigerant and second refrigerant
heat exchanger to perform a heat exchange between the first
refrigerant and a second refrigerant. The heat pump type
water heating apparatus may include a cascade compressor to
compress the second refrigerant having passed through the
first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat exchanger, a sec-
ond refrigerant and water heat exchanger to perform a heat
exchange between the second refrigerant compressed by the
cascade compressor and water, a cascade expansion device to
expand the second refrigerant having passed through the sec-
ond refrigerant and water heat exchanger, and a water heating
channel connected to the first refrigerant and water heat
exchanger and the second refrigerant and water heat
exchanger so that water passes through the first refrigerant
and water heat exchanger and then through the second refrig-
erant and water heat exchanger.

The first refrigerant and water heat exchanger and the first
refrigerant and second refrigerant heat exchanger may be
arranged so that refrigerant flow channels are connected in
parallel to each other.

The water heating channel may include a water introduc-
tion pipe, through which water is introduced into the first
refrigerant and water heat exchanger, a heat exchanger con-
nection pipe, through which the water having passed through
the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger is guided to the
second refrigerant and water heat exchanger, and a water
discharge pipe, through which the water having passed the
second refrigerant and water heat exchanger is discharged.

The first refrigerant and water heat exchanger may include
a heat absorption channel, to which the water introduction
pipe and the heat exchanger connection pipe are connected so
that water passes through the heat absorption channel, and a
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heat discharge channel, in which the first refrigerant passing
therethrough is heat exchanged with water, and the second
refrigerant and water heat exchanger may include a heat
absorption channel, to which the heat exchanger connection
pipe and the water discharge pipe are connected so that water
passes through the heat absorption channel, and a heat dis-
charge channel, in which the second refrigerant passing there-
through is heat exchanged with water.

The water introduction pipe and the water discharge pipe
may be connected to a hot water supply tank.

The heat pump type water heating apparatus may operate in
one mode selected from a group consisting of: a single heat-
ing mode in which the compressor is driven, the cascade
compressor is stopped, and the first refrigerant flows to the
first refrigerant and water heat exchanger, a reheating mode in
which the compressor and the cascade compressor are driven,
and the first refrigerant flows to the first refrigerant and sec-
ond refrigerant heat exchanger, and a multistage heating
mode in which the compressor and the cascade compressor
are driven, and the first refrigerant flows to the first refrigerant
and water heat exchanger and to the first refrigerant and
second refrigerant heat exchanger.

The heat pump type water heating apparatus may operate in
the single heating mode when a desired water heating tem-
perature is low, the heat pump type water heating apparatus
may operate in the reheating mode when a desired water
heating temperature is high and a current water temperature is
high, and the heat pump type water heating apparatus may
operate in the multistage heating mode when the desired
water heating temperature is high and the current water tem-
perature is low.

The heat pump type water heating apparatus may further
include a first control valve to control the flow of the first
refrigerant to the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger
and a second control valve to control the flow of the first
refrigerant to the first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat
exchanger.

The first control valve may be opened and the second
control valve may be closed in the single heating mode, the
first control valve may be closed and the second control valve
may be opened in the reheating mode, and the first control
valve and the second control valve may be opened in the
multistage heating mode.

The heat pump type water heating apparatus may further
include a three way valve to control the flow of the first
refrigerant to the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger
and to the first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat
exchanger.

The heat pump type water heating apparatus may further
include an outdoor temperature sensor to sense an outdoor
temperature, a water temperature sensor to sense a water
temperature, an input unit to allow a desired water heating
temperature to be input, and a controller to control the heat
pump type water heating apparatus to operate in the single
heating mode, the reheating mode or the multistage heating
mode based on the outdoor temperature sensed by the outdoor
temperature sensor, the water temperature sensed by the
water temperature sensor, and the desired water heating tem-
perature input through the input unit.

The heat pump type water heating apparatus may operate in
the reheating mode when the water temperature sensed by the
water temperature sensor is equal to or greater than reheating
setting temperature, the heat pump type water heating appa-
ratus may operate in the multistage heating mode when the
water temperature sensed by the water temperature sensor is
less than the reheating setting temperature and is equal to or
greater than multistage heating setting temperature, and the
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heat pump type water heating apparatus may operate in the
single heating mode when the water temperature sensed by
the water temperature sensor is lower than the multistage
heating setting temperature.

The heat pump type water heating apparatus may further
include a mode switching valve to perform switching
between a water heating mode and a water cooling mode so
that the refrigeration cycle circuit operates in the water heat-
ing mode or the water cooling mode.

Both the compressor and the cascade compressor, or the
compressor alone, may be driven in the water heating mode.

The compressor may be driven and the cascade compressor
may be stopped in the water cooling mode.

Any reference in this specification to “one embodiment,”
“an embodiment,” “example embodiment,” etc., means that a
particular feature, structure, or characteristic described in
connection with the embodiment is included in at least one
embodiment of the invention. The appearances of such
phrases in various places in the specification are not neces-
sarily all referring to the same embodiment. Further, when a
particular feature, structure, or characteristic is described in
connection with any embodiment, it is submitted that it is
within the purview of one skilled in the art to affect such
feature, structure, or characteristic in connection with other
ones of the embodiments.

Although embodiments have been described with refer-
ence to a number of illustrative embodiments thereof, it
should be understood that numerous other modifications and
embodiments can be devised by those skilled in the art that
will fall within the spirit and scope of the principles of this
disclosure. More particularly, various variations and modifi-
cations are possible in the component parts and/or arrange-
ments of the subject combination arrangement within the
scope of the disclosure, the drawings and the appended
claims. In addition to variations and modifications in the
component parts and/or arrangements, alternative uses will
also be apparent to those skilled in the art.

What is claimed is:

1. A heat pump type water heating apparatus comprising:

a refrigeration cycle circuit having a first refrigerant and
water heat exchanger to perform a heat exchange
between a first refrigerant and water, and a first refrig-
erant and second refrigerant heat exchanger to perform a
heat exchange between the first refrigerant and a second
refrigerant, wherein the first refrigerant and water heat
exchanger and the first refrigerant and second refriger-
ant heat exchanger are connected in parallel to each
other;

a cascade circuit having the first refrigerant and second
refrigerant heat exchanger and a second refrigerant and
water heat exchanger to perform a heat exchange
between the second refrigerant and water, the first refrig-
erant and second refrigerant heat exchanger to operate
jointly with the refrigeration cycle circuit and the cas-
cade circuit;

a water heating channel connected to the first refrigerant
and water heat exchanger and the second refrigerant and
water heat exchanger so water passes through the first
refrigerant and water heat exchanger and then through
the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger;

a first control valve to control flow of'the first refrigerant to
the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger; and

a second control valve to control flow of the first refrigerant
to the first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat
exchanger,

wherein both the refrigeration cycle circuit and the cascade
circuit operate based on a temperature of the water heat-
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ing channel or the refrigeration cycle circuit operates
alone without the cascade circuit based on a temperature
of the water heating channel,

wherein the heat pump type water heating apparatus oper-
ates in a mode selected from a group consisting of:

a single heating mode in which a compressor is driven, a
cascade compressor is stopped, the first control valve is
opened, the second control valve is closed, and the first
refrigerant flows to the first refrigerant and water heat
exchanger;

a reheating mode in which the compressor and the cascade
compressor are driven, the first control valve is closed,
the second control valve is opened and the first refriger-
ant flows to the first refrigerant and second refrigerant
heat exchanger; and

amultistage heating mode in which the compressor and the
cascade compressor are driven, the first control valve is
opened, the second control valve is opened, and the first
refrigerant flows to the first refrigerant and water heat
exchanger and to the first refrigerant and second refrig-
erant heat exchanger.

2. The heat pump type water heating apparatus according

to claim 1, wherein the water heating channel comprises:

a water introduction section to provide water to the first
refrigerant and water heat exchanger;

a heat exchanger connection section to guide the water that
passed through the first refrigerant and water heat
exchanger to the second refrigerant and water heat
exchanger; and

awater discharge section to discharge the water that passed
the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger.

3. The heat pump type water heating apparatus according

to claim 1, wherein

the heat pump type water heating apparatus operates in the
reheating mode when a water temperature sensed by a
water temperature sensor is equal to or greater than a
reheating setting temperature,

the heat pump type water heating apparatus operates in the
multistage heating mode when the water temperature
sensed by the water temperature sensor is less than the
reheating setting temperature and is equal to or greater
than a multistage heating setting temperature, and

the heat pump type water heating apparatus operates in the
single heating mode when the water temperature sensed
by the water temperature sensor is less than the multi-
stage heating setting temperature.

4. The heat pump type water heating apparatus according
to claim 1, further comprising a mode switching valve to
switch between a water heating mode and a water cooling
mode so the refrigeration cycle circuit operates in the water
heating mode or the water cooling mode.

5. A heat pump type water heating apparatus comprising:

a refrigeration cycle circuit that includes a compressor, a
dual heat exchanger, an expansion device, and an out-
door heat exchanger, the refrigeration cycle circuit to
circulate a first refrigerant, the dual heat exchanger
including a first refrigerant and water heat exchanger to
perform a heat exchange between the first refrigerant
and water, and a first refrigerant and second refrigerant
heat exchanger to perform a heat exchange between the
first refrigerant and a second refrigerant, wherein the
first refrigerant and water heat exchanger and the first
refrigerant and second refrigerant heat exchanger are
connected in parallel to each other;

a cascade compressor to compress the second refrigerant
that passes through the first refrigerant and second
refrigerant heat exchanger;
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a second refrigerant and water heat exchanger to perform a
heat exchange between the second refrigerant com-
pressed by the cascade compressor and water;

a cascade expansion device to expand the second refriger-
ant that passes through the second refrigerant and water
heat exchanger;

a water heating channel connected to the first refrigerant
and water heat exchanger and the second refrigerant and
water heat exchanger so water passes through the first
refrigerant and water heat exchanger and then through
the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger;

a first control valve to control flow of'the first refrigerant to
the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger; and

a second control valve to control flow of the first refrigerant
to the first refrigerant and second refrigerant heat
exchanger,

wherein the heat pump type water heating apparatus oper-
ates in a mode selected from a group consisting of:

a single heating mode in which the compressor is driven,
the cascade compressor is stopped, the first control valve
is opened, the second control valve is closed, and the first
refrigerant flows to the first refrigerant and water heat
exchanger;

a reheating mode in which the compressor and the cascade
compressor are driven, the first control valve is closed,
the second control valve is opened, and the first refrig-
erant flows to the first refrigerant and second refrigerant
heat exchanger; and

amultistage heating mode in which the compressor and the
cascade compressor are driven, the first control valve is
opened, the second control valve is opened, and the first
refrigerant flows to the first refrigerant and water heat
exchanger and to the first refrigerant and second refrig-
erant heat exchanger.

6. The heat pump type water heating apparatus according

to claim 5, wherein the water heating channel comprises:

a water introduction section to provide water to the first
refrigerant and water heat exchanger;

a heat exchanger connection section to guide the water that
passes through the first refrigerant and water heat
exchanger to the second refrigerant and water heat
exchanger; and

a water discharge section to discharge the water that passes
the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger.

7. The heat pump type water heating apparatus according

to claim 6, wherein

the first refrigerant and water heat exchanger includes a
heat absorption channel connected to the water introduc-
tion section and the heat exchanger connection section
so water passes through the heat absorption channel, and
a heat discharge channel to receive the first refrigerant
and provide a heat exchange with water, and

the second refrigerant and water heat exchanger includes a
heat absorption channel connected to the heat exchanger
connection section and the water discharge section so
water passes through the heat absorption channel, and a
heat discharge channel to receive the second refrigerant
and provide a heat exchange with water.

8. The heat pump type water heating apparatus according
to claim 7, further comprising a hot water supply tank con-
nected to the water introduction section and the water dis-
charge section.

9. The heat pump type water heating apparatus according
to claim 5, further comprising:

an outdoor temperature sensor to sense an outdoor tem-
perature;

a water temperature sensor to sense a water temperature;
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an input unit to input a desired water heating temperature;
and

a controller to control the heat pump type water heating
apparatus to operate in the single heating mode, the
reheating mode or the multistage heating mode based on
the outdoor temperature sensed by the outdoor tempera-
ture sensor, the water temperature sensed by the water
temperature sensor, or the desired water heating tem-
perature input through the input unit.

10. The heat pump type water heating apparatus according

to claim 9, wherein

the heat pump type water heating apparatus operates in the
reheating mode when the water temperature sensed by
the water temperature sensor is equal to or greater than a
reheating setting temperature,

the heat pump type water heating apparatus operates in the
multistage heating mode when the water temperature
sensed by the water temperature sensor is less than the
reheating setting temperature and is equal to or greater
than a multistage heating setting temperature, and
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the heat pump type water heating apparatus operates in the
single heating mode when the water temperature sensed
by the water temperature sensor is less than the multi-
stage heating setting temperature.

11. The heat pump type water heating apparatus according
to claim 5, further comprising a mode switching valve to
switch between a water heating mode and a water cooling
mode so the refrigeration cycle circuit operates in the water
heating mode or the water cooling mode.

12. The heat pump type water heating apparatus according
to claim 11, wherein both the compressor and the cascade
compressor are driven in the water heating mode or the com-
pressor is driven alone without the cascade compressor in the
water heating mode.

13. The heat pump type water heating apparatus according
to claim 11, wherein the compressor is driven in the water
cooling mode and the cascade compressor is stopped in the
water cooling mode.



